
CITY OF LODI COUNCIL COMMUNICATION 

APPROVED: 

7 H. D' on Flynn -- City Manager Y 

AGENDA TITLE: Recognition of Council Member Johnson who received a Citation of Merit from the National 
Recreation and Park Association 

MEETING DATE: May 20, 1998 

PREPARED BY: City Clerk 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: That Mayor Sieglock recognize Council Member Bob Johnson who recently received 
a Citation of Merit from the National Recreation and Park Association. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: On March 13, 1998, Council Member Bob Johnson accepted a Citation of 
Merit from the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) which 
honors significant contributions from either an organization or individual 
whose involvement has had a positive impact on parks and recreation at the 

state, regional or national level. Mr. Johnson received the award at the NRPAs annual reception in Long Beach. 

FUNDING: None required. 

City Clerk 
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NRPA Pacific Southwest Awards and Citations Progrmi 

Citation of Merit - lridividual 

Robert Joiinsori 
3i ngra phics I Statement 

Robert Johnson is an outstanding, dedicated, and committed citizen of Lodi. He has sowed 
tho community when arid where needed over ?he past 18 years. 

LQDl PARKS AND RECl3EATION COMMlSSlON 

Mr.  Johnson WBS appointed t o  the Lodi Parks and Recreation Currirnissiori in 7 988, was 
re-appointed for two additional terms and still serves to this day. The cornmissian is an 
auv~sary group to the city council whose members are appointed by tho mayor. The 
ccmmission is ehwged with reeommendiqg the general irature of iecrelrtion programs, 
advising aiid assisting with the department’s annual budget, recommending capital 
irnprovemcnt project, and recommending lees and charges, He chaired the commission 
in 1891, 1992, 1993 and 1997. He has been in.srrumerital in yhiding and supporririg 
t l ie parks and recreation department over the past 10- years. His accamplishnients as a 
commissioner include: 

J 

J 

J 

J‘ 

J 

J 

Setting of fees and chargcs lo capture 40% of program rolated casts. surpasswg 
council rnaridated goal i-rf 30%. 

Chaired the Mokslumnc River Access A r i d  Use Study Committee in 1991 92 to 
de1errr)im B C C ~ S S  needs and right-uf-ways aluiiy the nnrth boundary of the 
cammrrnity and help establish a community position on river access and an 
appreciation of sensitive environmental areas along the river. 

Represented the department at a series of Towq Hall meetings in 1992 and lead the 
citizen push to save valued programs f ioi i i  heiny cut during a time ot cRty-wide 
budget constraints. 

Chaired the Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan Committoe in 1992-93 
to assist ir\ developing B master plan that identifies the recreation needs in the Lodi 
area. This 15-year guide was completed and adopled i r i  1994. 

Under tiis leadership, the Lo& Parks and Recreation Commissiuri received the 1993 
Commission of the Year honor by both t h e  National Parks and Recreation 
hsociation and California Parks and Recreation Society. 

Served on the Lodi Indoor Sports and Activity Center Committee in 1997, which 
assisted Fn thc devclopnent of D feasibility study, t o  address Ei~duur space needs for 
t h e  community. 

0 8oOSTERS OF BIOYSIGIRLS SPORTS ORGANlLATlON 

Mr. Johnson becaine a member of the Boosters of BoyslGirls Sports Organization (a  
unique organiation comprised of volunteers who run many of the youth sports programs 
and raisc S300,Oc)O t anriually) in 1981. lie served on thc BOBS Board of Directors 
from 1983 to 1987 arid served HS president in 1965 and secretary in 1987. 

He also voluiteared as a youth spom coach in football, soccer and baseball from 1980 
to 1993. 
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COUNTYYMCA 

Served on the County YMCA Board of Directors from 1980 10 1985 arid served in the 
ntfice of president in 1983 and 1984. 

Ofher Cnmmrmity Service 
c LODl DISTRICT CHAMi3ER OF COMMERCE 

Mr. Juhiiaorr ticis been a rnembcr ul the Incal Chamber o t  Lomrncrce for 18 p a r s  He 
sewed on t he  Board of Directoys from 1991 lo 1995 and WRS president in 1994 and has 
served ort the toliowing Lodi Chamber of Commerce committees: 

J Joint CIiomkriCity Economic Development Carnvittcjtt from 1992 t o  present. 

J Leadorship Lodi -- Econornic Development Saction 

J Buildirrg Committee for Rt:locatiori 

* LODl TOKAY ROTARY CLUB 

Mr. Johnson has been a Florarim tor 1 wears, serving on t h e  Board of Directors from 
1987 t o  1991 and as president in 1991. 

W WODBRIDGE DAM 

Mr. Johnson lias bccri instiumcntal tti supporting and representing Lodi rn fighting to 
save the existing Wondhridge Darn oil the Mokelurnne River (a river adjacent to t h e  
city's northerr Iirriitl. In 1994 thc United Slatas Fish and Wild Life Serviccs 
recommended the clam's removal. Mr. Johnson !leaded a city and a county citizen 
"Savc the Darn" campaign which was successful. This darn is needed to support 
{rrigmon needs tor thc nrarry agricultrrre acres i n  and around Loch and 10 support water 
recrcatlon aaivities at Lodi Lake Park and along the Mokalurnno River waterway. 

Currently, Mr. Johnson is actively supporting a grant that would replace the darn thereby 
enl7ancing wa?er resnw-m in I.odi and improving salmon spawning. This grant will also 
provide for improvements at Lodi t a k e  Park and will keep water in the lake year round 
whereas now it is drained during t h e  wroter months. 

A wards and Recognition 
1994 Citizen of the Year by the Lodi City Courrcil tor his commitmcnt to quality of l i fe  
issues in b d i .  
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ROBfRT JOHNSON 

CiTATlON OF MERIT - INDIVIDUAL 

COMMUlUlTY RECREATION SERVICE 

LOU1 PARKS AND AECRFATIQN COMMISSION 1‘988 - PRE,TEIVT 

LODi INDOOR SPORlS AND ACTIVITY CENTER COMMl7TEE 1.997 

* PARKS, RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE MASTER PLAN COMMITTEE 7992-93 

I MOKFLUMNF RIVER ACCESS AND USE STUDY COMMITTEE 1991-92 

L SAN .JOACII.IIEJ COUNTY YMCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 13130-7985 

* BOOSTERS OF BOYSKiIRLS SPORTS ORGANIZATION 1987 - 7987 

* VOLUNTEER YOUTH FOOTBALL, SOCCER, BASEBALL COACH T980 - 1993 

OTHER COMMUNITY SERVJCE 

LOB1 TOKAY ROTARY CLUB BOARD Or DIRECTORS 1987 - 7391 

LODl DISTRICT CHAMBER OF COMVFBCE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 939I - 7995 

WO ODER I DG E. DAM SUPI’ORTC R ONGOlNG 
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